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DECONSTRUCT

Tearmg down the demolmon paradngm
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Every piece of wood camies a unique history of the tree
That il once wes, a Bngerpeinl ol ils immediale snvicon
ment. Within its rings, built over stretches of time, there
is evidence of the lean years and the good years, telling
a stary of & slow and beautiful growth, When a tree
slands Lall, il pravides shade, suslensnce and hisbilal for
countless birds and insects. After it i< felled, the lumber
5erves many another purposes, yet each piece of wood
fram its lrunk is nal just a valusble resource, bul alse
testament to a living history.

Far those who work with reclaimed woods there is
an inherent admiration foe the material itsedf, a deep
respect lor his slow growing, slrong and bessulilul buikd
Ing material. With woad we have buillt whale seciefies,
claborate structures and constructed everything from
furniture to musical instrurmants to writing implements,

all of which communicate thaughts and teelings. Wood
i a medium that endures with age. Over time the fibers
tghten and become sleanger whihe Hhe grain develops
depth and a beautrtul patina sets in. Many artisans share
a profound reverence for the wood that they work with,

a sense that the wood holds within it a story waiting to
e Lokd aand 1hasl theis jab is Lo allow this slory 1o unfold
through the preces they creale.

Thorben Wottke, of Forward Thinking Furniture,
came 1o Hawai'i Irom Gesrmaany in 2003 an vacalion. |ike
50 many others who have been bitten by the Hawaunan
beach bug, he found himself enchanted and decided to
relocate for good. Maving first to the Rig Island, he relo
cated ta Otabus i 2009 and began woeking lar Re Usa:
Hawai'i, a non-profit that deconstructs houses and sells
salvaged wood and ather building matenials and appli
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ances, Being in that environment inspired him to start
wueking will reclaimed lumber amd be basn’t ooked
back.

Having been in business just under one year, he's
axdy been comenissioned for commercial projects
at Starbucks, Macy™s Pinssppde Roam and a varicty of
custom residential projects. Thorben's Kalihi warelse:
= filled with carefully organized stacks of reclaimed
wiods Hhal he has coflecled, inchading several thick, old
pieces of pine that he 15 parhicularly tond al, holding -
heauty that only comes with age. Committed to baing &
passible, Thorhen vses non-toxic stains

alre

and linehes whenewer he can.
Using reclaimed woads and repueposest misleriaks,
Viuttke turned the sacond fioor of his warehouse inte

» multipurpose loft, 3 home and office in one sustain-

3
Thorben Wuttke i« committed
to building completely with
reclsimed materia




masterd the craft of paining reclaimed and sabaged
o oot specific Images to enrich the story of each.
‘,«:.“. '

Pretes Dine Havsy

tap (eft- Salvaged curty maple frame,

Daflovr: fefi: Big Island kos mill scrap frame.

abawve: This poplar wood frame was once taim lumber from a
construction sile thal was thrown sway due to ils discoloration.




James Suthertand gives
texture and style to his
work by utilizing some
of the original paints
and finishes on the
reclaimed woed.

able package. Every bit the repurpase master, he & on i
farward-thinking mission, “We all nrx
want to get hack into & ith awr very awn nature
and allew the survival af mankind on this planet.” He

e that this conscious choice can come e life wilh
the turniture we select for our hoenes.

For Jenaifor Hamey, each piece of wood has a soul
misle in i piece of art. Her job i3 to be the matchmaker,
constructing meaningful frames for specific warks of arl.
She fineds her woad in many different ways, sometimes
freling like “was meant to repurpose it, because it
baen rejectad by athers.”

Growing up she by her Tather not o
waste, 3 seed thal phated deep within Homey. Seeing
thus inlrie sl in the history of the wood and the
stoey it has to tell, she calls her design inspiiralion “Art
centric,” meaning Hisl wsach Iriame 15 crafted specific to
Ihe shapes, calors, ines, textures, curves and the flow
al the artwork 1tsedf. For this reason
a piece of wood for exten
right arbwark arriv

o e think 1t we

el

b

she may hold ca la

uds ol lirne, unlil He

ner with it

Olten iming the natural, organic edge of the wood,
she tries 10 show that the woad actumlly came [rom 3
, crealing space loe the connection of the
ineet mislerial Lo Lhe wabeant and complex life it once
had. Each peece she creates is undenstandasbly uninue:,
the inspiration wrought froen i visual cue in the artwork
she is froming. “Soenclimes when | see a piece of art |
Hy s Hhe wood, which happened most recently
wilh & Jim Russi piece,” Homcy jovfully explains. =15

ppenedt Lhe arl and | ran te my closet and came out with
the mest perfectly matched color, grain and lextured
piece."

Living in Kahiku i i retired hireman, James
found time in his later life to return to his
childheod love, woodworking. Grawing up in i DIY Farnily,
ouying wood at the haedware slore ared
a lasl remorl, Inslesad, sy would scavenge and salvage
wood wherever they could and make what they needed
for thesr hoene,

Inn the: 1990 e sibisrlent building Adirandack chairs,
A cliesdc lanai chair made popular on the porches of
places like Martha's Vineyard. Taking the woad hie finds
in places as varicd s demolilion siles,
Craigslist, he carefully uncosers the oniginal baauty of the
waond, often leaving bits of the original paint or stain for
accent color, a trademark of his c il ollomans.,
X wirking is slowly leaching me patience,” says
Sulherlamd. “Woed 15 beautitul. When you strip the paint
oft an old piece or plane the prubby roagh sawn surface
off to reveal the prain hesicaith, it”

Suthierkand

n always Concs

ket opening a presant

ovory lime.™  Auly

forwardthinkingfumiture.com {Thorben Wuttke)
808.375.7460 (Jennifer Homey)
pacific-home.com (Limes Sulberland)
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I you're like me, you can thank Mom: for your taste
In movies, In our case, that would be musicals, black-
and-white classics and tearjerkers. One such fave Is
“Steel Magnolias,” the 1989 comedy-drama starring
Sally Fleld, Shirley MacLaine, Dolly Parton, Olympia
Dukakis, Daryl Hannah and a pre*Pretty Woman™ Ju-

iz Roberts. It's one of those films that'll make you |
Jlaugh and cry as it exam- |
ines not only the friend-

ship between these

Cut Loose line can

Keep Momindyie than three decades later, the North
P Moans oay fugtemuteny do- Shore resident is continuing her late
tic but we want to be stylish m&km&m'ﬂnﬂnoﬁ'_

untreated lumber from trees that have

serving lrays that are not only beautiful,
but also functional. Heart-shaped
boards, starting at $30, are her best-sell-
ers; other designs include reef fish and
abstract shapes. Homcy will be at the
Haleiwa Farmers Market at Waimea Val-
ley from 3 to 7 p.m. Thursday and the
Kakaako Farmers Market at Ward Cen-
ters from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday. Her
pieces are also sold at Owen & Co. at
1152 Nuuanu Ave,, Noelani Studios in
Haleiwa, Nohea Gallery at Ward Ware-
house, the WaterShed at Turtle Bay,
and Halele'a in Koloa, Kauai. Visit
www.foun

— Catherine Toth, Honolui
-

GEORGE F. LEE ! GLEEGSTARADVERTSER.COM
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here isn't a part of Jennifer Homcy's home in Hale'iwa

that doesn’t have to do with her woodworking bus:

ness.

‘There’s almost always a stack of logs in her front yard,
dropped off by people who have heard she creates onc-of-a-
kind cutting boards, scrving trays and frames out of salvaged
wood.

Her backyard is her workshop, where the cutting, shaping
and sanding is donc under “ulu (breadfruit) and mango trees.
One of the sheds is filled with rough-edged, mismatched
picces of monkeypod, shower tree and mango, their fale not
yet determined. Band Saw, a charcoal-gray stray cat who got
his name because the vet bill when Homey found him totaled
the cost of the new band saw she had been saving for, is often
perched on the railing, overseeing the work out back.

And inside this 1930s home, which Homcy converted into
the ultimate beach escape, is where her pieces of tunctional art
soak in mineral oil and dry, then are stored in racks and on the
dining room table she bought al the swap meel 13 years ago.

These are the headquarters of Foundwood, a woodworking
company that uses only reclaimed wood to create heirloom
pieces for the kitchen and home. It's been a longtime hobby of
Homcy's that turned into a full-time business last year (2013),
one that has allowed her 10 reconnect with her father, Dave,
who died in 2003.

EDIBLE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS

‘The senior Homey started Foundwoeod in Florida nearly lour
decades ago. Tt was his hobby, too, collecting driftwood that
washed up on Juno and Jupiter beaches. 1le turned these sal
vaged wood pieces into beautiful cutting boards and sold them
at art festivals,

“And now 35 years later] says Homey, tanned and relaxed in
a tank top and yoga pants, “I'm going back to my roots”

A scientist by trade, Homcy grew up on the beaches of
Florida, collecting driftwood and shells. She wasn't planning
on being an artist; in fact, as far back as she can remember, she
bas always had a love for animals, which ultimately turned into
a carcer in marine biology.

“I rescued a bug out of my grandma’s pool when T was two,”
she says, laughing.

At age 5, she volunteered at a wildlife sanctuary. As a leenag
er she was actively involved in marine conversation programs.
And at the University of Southern Florida, she majored in biol
oy and environmental science, She spent more than a decade
working in the field.

But at the same time, she was always tinkering with wood,
crealing unique lrames oul of salvaged wood just as a hobby.

When her brother, the famed surf cinematographer and
photographer Dave Homey, moved to Oahu’s North Shore in
1995, Homcy started visiting the Islands more often. And in
2001, she made the move official, first taking a job with the



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, then as a
boat captain for whale-watching and snorkeling tours. And for
a few years, she worked as a science teacher at Kapolei Mid-
dle School. But her side business making (rames and culting
hoards started to take off, and she decided to pursue Found
wood full-time last year.

“It had started to grow beyond my capacity doing this part
time,” Homcy says. “It just grew organically”

Homey started making cutling boards about three and a half
years ago. The first time she made a tew, she took them to the
1lale'iwa Farmers” Market and sold all six before the market
even opened, The next time, she brought 15— and those sold
by 10a.m.

“I started 1o realize by that point there was something going
on here]” she says.

Now, her onc-of-a-kind cutting boards — all made from
untreated reclaimed wood, mostly from trees that have been
removed for development and salvaged from the chippers of
tree trimmers — are her best-sellers, particularly the heart-
shaped boards that start al $30. Tn fact, she's so busy churning
out these boards — with two full-time helpers, she can turn

around 80 pieces a week  she barely has enough time 1o take

on custom orders.
“Therc’s been a reinvigoration of food,” she says, attributing

her boards” popularity with the comcidental rise in food and
environmental consciousness. "And now it's become an art.”

“They're all unique and all
made from salvaged wood.

Every piece has character”
ChelWillam Chen

While the wood types vary on availability, she has used
monkcey pod, kamani and milo, Cuban mahogany. mango,
cucalyplus, sometimes lychee or Malaysian tamarind trees for
her various wood projects. And regardless of the wood, Homey
always works with the shapes and grains of each slab to create
functional pieces that are venerable works of art.

That's what William Chen, former chel de cuisine of the
Beachhouse at the Moana Surfrider in Waikiki, loved about her
wark. The restaurant purchased more than 30 different serving
trays and small plates made from Koz and monkeypod.

“Ihe nice thing about it,” he says, “is that they’re all unique
and all made from salvaged wouod. Every piece has character.
‘Ihey’re just beautifully made but industrial, too. You can put
themn in the dishwasher”

That's the goal: to create unique pieces that are both heauti




d functional, that can hang on your wall as art but then
y down to use as a cutling board or serving tray, That

all of her kitchen pieces — cach a different shape, size
are soaked for a few days in mineral oil that's
wic. odorless and food-safe.

ut repurposing the wood in a way that makes sense.
shody needs a cutting board” she says, grinning, “Fven
don't cook, you still gotta cut a lime for your cocktail” G@h

ERE TO BUY

can find Foundwood at Noelani Studios in Hale'iwa,
& Co. in downtown Honolulu, Magnolia in

Mall, at the North Shore WaterShed at Turtle Bay
and Kai Boutique in Kailua.

is also sold at the Hale'iwa Farmers’ Market
p.m. Thursdays), Kaka'ako Farmers’ Markets (8
~noon Saturdays), KailuaTown Farmers’ Markets
a.m.-noon, Sundays), and sometimes at the Peard-
e Farmers' Market (8 a.m.-noon, Saturdays).

G purchase Foundwood on Etsy at
.com/shop/FOUNDWOODworking.

more visit www.foundwoodworking.com.




Honolulu Weekly's Best of...

competitors. (And now, a
moment of silence for Cheapo
Music and Tower Records.)
But what makes JeIIy s
resonate is more than just the
yearn for an old school for-
mat. “They've not only sup-
ported local music and cre-
atives for decades, but they,
specifically [owner] Norm,
started Radio Free Hawaii,
one of the best things thar
ever happened [here],” says
Delve. "Tt let everyone whoe
thoeght they ware the only
ones who listened to under-
ground hip-hop, ska, metal,
ct cetera, in those days know
there were lots of other like-
minded people out there” In
2012, you can still find that
affectionate crew lurking the
crates at Jelly’s in solidarity.

M.D,

Jelly's Homolulu, 670 Auahi
St., 5877001, Jelly's the
Original, 98-023 Hekaha St.
#9, 488-5245, jellyshaweit.net

BEST LOCAL
DISCOUNT DEALS
Isle Discount (iD card)

Remember Entertainment

Ranlia ehaasic ce e o &

2012

KITCHEN/HOSTESS GIFTS-
Foundwood

Art meets function in
Foundwood’s rustic yet
refined creations made rom
reclaimed wood found in
Hawaii. Owner/creator Jen-
nifer Homcy collected drift-
wood that washed up on the
beach with her woodcrafter
father throughout her child-
hood. Over the past twenty
years, Jen has refined her
own wooGcraft skills, and
now finds wood in Hawaii,
mostly from trees that have
been removed for develop-
ment, to turn into multi-pur-
pose kitchen utilities, custom
frames, and furniture picces
that last a lifetime. "My
fatheris alive in my craft and
I am blessed to have access to
the most beautiful materia’-
in the world,” Homcy says.
Foundwood is sold at Ka: B
tique in Kailua and Haleiwa
Farmer's Marker, —T.H.
facebook.com/Foundwood

BEST LEI SHOP (EDITORS’
AND READERS’ PICK)
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chaage, like flying to the
mainkand. It works like chis:
Companics use money from
purchased carbon offsers for

projects thar will mirigare
emissions. Hagadone Printing

has also partnered with a local
company, Evolution Sage, ro
partnered with natureOffice  scll offsers to the public.
to sell carbon offsers that led o neprinting.com
the installation of 2 PV system  Tr3ees.com
by RevoluSun in 2011. Tr3ecs

E Good Green Wood

TIFFANY HERVEY

Despite the myt
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For building
¢ Hawaii Lumber
Products Association
(HLPA) recommends
building or remodeling a home
with reclaimed woods. Not
only does this save standing
forests, which absorb CO2
and produce oxygen, but ir
reduces lumber waste in land-
&lls and incinerators, which
also decreases carbon dioxide
emissions.

One-third of Hawai'i’s wasce
comes from construction and
demolition. Re-use Hawai'i
SIRRTESY COON Laseet

tom jewelry armoire using
feak kitchen cabinet panels,
=n old dothing rack from a thrift

d sdventures, African Wenge
ft over from an old project

" S0 the forest or even removed from an
ECosystem area due to its invasive nature there,

store, glass panels from dumpster

h of the infinitely giving tree,
the

Ilage of _endapgered

deconstructs buildings as an
alternative ro convenrional
demolition, salvaging mate-
rial for reuse and keeping ic
out of the landfill o generate
affordable, locally produced
resources. Each month, Re-
use deconstructs an average of
four single-wall bouses, usually
buile berween 1930 and 1970
and full of old-growth Douglas
fir framing, redwood wallboard
and oak foors.

“Occasionally, we salvage
‘6hi‘a flooring, ‘ohi‘ posts and
if were lucky, koa,” says Quinn
Vitcum, Re-use’s co-execn-
tive director. “Woodworkers
frequent the ware-
house looking for any
amount of koa since
it has 2 unique beau-
tiful grain thar’s dense,
gold and shiny."

For serving
Muse a lot of non-
,nalivc or invasive
Mtrees,” explains
Jen Homey, owner
of Foundwood
Working, which
makes cutting, serv-
ing and sushi
boards, their
shapes deter-
mined by the
grain of the
wood. “Trees
are removed
mostly because
of conscruc-
tion, development
or to replace them. Ei-

ther way, the wood T use was
destined for the chipper, dump,
composter or fire piles.” Her
 sources for woad, Homcy says,

Salvaging your own

Ithough “there is no
Aufﬁci.ﬂ starewide pro-

gram,” DLNR's Division
of Forestry and Wildlife
(DOFAW) offers salvaged
forest produces through collec-
tion and commercial permics
available ar districr offices, says
Deborah Ward, information
specialist at DOFAW O‘ahu.
“Our non-narive trees make
beautiful flooring, cabinetry,
doors, furniture.”

Jim Quinn, owner of Hawaii
Island Hardwoods LLC
(HIH)in Keaau on Hawai'i
Island, harvests mango, mon-
key pod, eucalypeus robusta, F.

igna, ETorreilliana, Toona
Ciliata and eropical ash for use
as Hawaiian bardwoods. As
CEQ of Collins Pine, Quinn
broughr the first line of Forest
Stewardship Council (ESC)
lumber ro the American mac-
kes. FI1H's Hawaiian Heritage
hardwoods are the first locally
grown forest products to be
certified.

Good [abels

¢ FSC and Sustainable
Fomuy Initiative (STT) are
not-for-profit onganizations
advancing responsible forest
management and transparency
of product sources. ESC. is con-
sidered the rop green standard
because its certificrs are inde-
pendent third parties. Look and
ask for rhese labels on wood
and paper products.
us,fsc.ong: sfiprogram.org



